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Cover art by Landkee, No-219
About the artist:

“Born in some country that no longer exist, Landkee's first years were |
spent in various classes; becoming, as one of his teachers liked to say,
"all-around underdeveloped". Teen years were spent in the Bay Area, “‘ .
partially forgetting one language and not fully acquiring the other. {
Taking few more foreign languages in high school didn't help either.
However, lack of linguistic ability didn't deter Landkee from traveling;
visiting, oddly enough, central parts of geographic regions or ‘
countries. Mostly interested in looking at art, ideas were penned up in
deep consciousness until they burst out. Hence the explanation of | ‘
artist’s collages: random, absurd or nonsensical.” . f
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Bl Welcome to the very first issue of collage-zine “Collagisfa!

With the ‘Cut & Paste International Exhibition of Contemporary
Collage and Assemblage’ fast upon us and a degree of excitement in
the air in regards to collage and assemblage art in all it’s forms, it
seems a fine time to put into print and distribution some publication
for all artists to read and admire the art of collage and it’s adherents.

Collage is, in my opinion, one of the few truly democratic art forms,
along with street art and graffiti. Any one can make a collage, due
to its incredibly low-tech nature. You do not even necessarily need
scissors or glue, but can tear and fold elements together to produce
an image. Material is also always readily available, the refuse and
detritus of a globalised world, the thousands, or probably more
correctly, millions, of glamour magazines, discarded menus,
vouchers, articles and books — indeed anything — can be turned into
a work of art.
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There is also amongst many collage artists an almost inherent
sensibility towards sustainability. Collage artists are, by the very

nature of their work, true economists and recyclers. Even collage art
itself can be recycled, pasted over or torn up to create new work. Wha
a beautiful and timely practice, creating an object of beauty and
meaning from refuse and rubbish, long discarded and forgotten.

I hope this small zine garners some interest, at least amongst the
collage community, and that the support we have seen so far
continues so that ‘Collagista!” may continue for a long time yet -
spreading information about contemporary collage practice across
the globe and information about artists, exhibitions and upcoming
competitions.

Already we have had some exciting contributions, including an article
by Swedish artist Edvard Derkert and images from across the globe
including Algerian artist Sofiane Hamadi, Landkee (a remarkable
artist), and Patrick Larmour (a graduating student at the ANU
Canberra School of Art).

For now though I shall leave you to enjoy the contributions in this, our

first issue, I thank you for your support and hope to be able to
bring you an even longer second issue!

All the best
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You Can Get What You Want

We won't slow you down,

Bast.
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