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| am incredibly excited to be able to brm;, to you a second, even
bigger issue of ‘Collagista!’ - the magazine dedicated to collage art i
all its forms. Had I been asked, after the first issue was distributed,
whether | thought there would be a second I would have had to
answer, “l simply don’t know”. While the submissions for Issue One
were better than I ever could have hoped, there was no tellmg how
well the magazine would be received.
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Luckily, response towards the magazine has been truly amazing, with|
submissions pouring in for this second issue and even third issue, so it “dl
looks for the moment at least, as though ‘Collagista!” is here to stay.

Before I comment on the exciting contributions for this issue [
wanted to quickly run over some “housekeeping’, as, since Issue One a
number of “wrinkles” have been ironed out and I would like for our
readers to be kept updated. The zine now has a vision statement, -
namely, being ‘dedicated to supporting and promoting collage art in all
its forms’, which I hope will help us develop a much stronger .

publication.

Printing issues have been resolved, and the magazine will now be
distributed in an unconventional but cheap (and effective) manner.
Primarily ‘Collagista!’ shall be distributed via email subscription and
via public access download at www.collagista.com, or
www.collagista.wordpress.com. Two files shall be made available,
(both as PDF files), one designed to be easily read on the computer
screen and another designed to be printed and bound or stapled to
create a hardcopy booklet. This method of “decentralised production’
allows the zine to remain free, as printing costs are shared across a
very broad number of people and in many cases entirely negated.

In other important news, an ISSN has been assigned to the print
version of the publication, allowing art establishments and libraries to
both collect and catalogue the publication.
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Returning now to the content at hand, I am excited to exhibit the
work and thoughts of a variety of artists, from countries as varied as
Russia, France and the USA. Included in this issue are the works of
French artist Christian Gastaldi and American artist Nancy Hart,
alongside a thoughtful piece by Swedish artist Edvard Derkert on the
definition of ‘collage” and it’s application to digital work and a brief
review of both the ‘Cut & Paste’ and ‘Current Collage’ exhibitions,
held in Sweden and Russia respectively. I am also excited to include in
this issue the first of a series of articles entitled “From Russia with
Collage”, showcasing the work and collage related projects of Russian

contemporary collagists, beginning this issue with the work of
Alexander Verevkin.

\
- I'would like to take the time to thank my Dad for his help in
\ supporting a website for the zine, as well as to all the artists who have

' contributed and, of course, a big thankyou to all our readers, without
whom the magazine could not exist.

All the best

) John Hart







